Neighborhood Mission Living
The easiest people to share the good news about Jesus with are the people that live around us.  You go outside your house, walk down the street and you are surrounded by people who don’t have a relationship with Jesus.  You don’t need a plane ticket, passport, immunizations, translator, or a backpack full of snacks and bottled water for a week.  You don’t even have to send out letters for financial support.

So why are we not hitting the sidewalks in our neighborhoods everyday intent on sharing the love of Jesus with everyone we encounter?  I can think of several reasons.  Some of us don’t know where to begin. We feel unequipped.  Others may not be the kind of people who can knock on every door on their street and strike up a spiritual conversation.  If you are like I was you may not even know most of your neighbors and are (for the most part) just fine with that.  It also seems like most of my neighbors are fine with the fact that they don’t know me either.
About two years ago God began to open my eyes to my own selfishness.  I have been on short term mission trips all over the world and the USA.  I have led bible studies at church and other places in the community, done work projects, and a whole list of other stuff.  I was pretty proud of myself I guess.  One night as I was lying in my bed I began to think of all the people that sleep within 200 or 300 yards of where I sleep each night.  Why had I ignored them in my work for the great commission?  I guess I wanted to keep my home and my family safe from the mess that is created when you begin sharing God’s love with people.  Let’s face it when we begin to love and reach out to people it gets messy.
For the last two years I have been on a journey of getting out of the house; into my neighborhood and hopefully into the lives of the people that God has placed my life in the midst of.  I would love to have more people join me on this journey.  I don’t know exactly where it will take us but I do know that we have a great guide (I’m talking about the Holy Spirit just in case you don’t read churchy type articles a lot).
In this packet are ideas for simply getting to know the people that live near you.  Most of the ideas are things that your whole family can do together.  Try a few of them.  Some may work for you and some may not.  You may think of some of your own and that’s great.  I’m not asking you to share the gospel with everyone on your street the first month.  As God gives you opportunities, go for it!  Let’s begin by praying for and loving the people we probably see everyday and don’t even know their names.
Ideas for Building Relationships in Your Neighborhood

1. Take walks in your neighborhood. You can take a walk with your family.  It is good quality time spent together.  Walk your dog.  Pets are great conversation starters.  On some walks you can focus on praying for your neighbors as you pass their houses.  Pray and look for opportunities to help people with practical needs.  If you see people say hi and always be ready to stop and talk awhile if the opportunity arises.  Try to get out in your neighborhood at least once or twice a week (the more the better). 

2. Invite neighbors over for dinner or a cook out. You could get together with a neighbor you know and invite some that you don’t know so well.  Spend time getting to know one another and don’t be afraid to be open about your relationship with Jesus.  Remember to be a good listener.  The people who live around you may not be followers of Jesus so they may not always act like followers of Jesus.  This may create uncomfortable situations from time to time.  We need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us in these situations.  Also be prepared to accept an invitation from your neighbor as well.

3. Find things to do in your front yard. Get some yard games to play as a family and invite others who pass by to join in if they seem interested.  Be creative, this is great time together as a family and a great way to meet people.  Spend some time relaxing in your front yard or front porch and greet the people you see. 

4. Bake cookies (or whatever you like to bake) and take them to some neighbors.  It could be for a holiday, a special occasion, someone who just moved in, or anything really. 

5. As you meet new people listen for practical needs that you can help meet.  Pray regularly for God to show you them.  It could be yard work for a senior adult couple, visiting a lonely widow, taking a meal to some one who is sick or just had a baby, visiting someone in the hospital, helping a single mom who is having car trouble, helping someone with a home repair project, or anything else that comes up that you think you can tackle.  Involve other neighbors.  This will build a real sense of community in your neighborhood.   

These are just five ideas.  There are many more things you can do.  They are only limited by your imagination and creativity.  You may not see results right away but that’s ok.  We are called by God to be good neighbors and love those around us.  If we obey Him in this He will give us opportunities to share His story.  Keep asking God to direct you and for Him to give you a burden for the people in your neighborhood. 

We want to get feedback from you.  In this packet you will find a feedback sheet.  After one month of trying some of these ideas fill it out and turn it in to us in the missions office or at the missions center.  We will then give you another one to fill out the following month.  You will not be graded or anything.  Your feedback is important so we can pray for you and perhaps find ways to better equip more people to do this kind of thing in the future.  If you have any questions contact Glen Rowden in the missions office 770-962-3671 ext. 489. 

If you are a reader here are some books that can be a great help to you in neighborhood mission living:  Irresistible Evangelism by Steve Sjogren; www.servantevangelism.com; Making room for life by Randy Frazee; Connecting Church by Randy Frazee; Splash the Living Water Sharing Jesus in Everyday Moments by Esther Burroughs; The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight; Splash Show People Love and Share Him by Ken and Paula Hemphill; The Master Plan of Evangelism by Robert E. Coleman 

Feedback from Neighborhood Mission Living

Name:__________________________   Phone:______________  Email:_______________________________

Address:____________________________  City:__________  Subdivision:____________________________

Which of the five ideas did you try in your neighborhood?

Did you try any new ideas?          If so what did you try?

What was your experience?

Did you connect with anyone new in your neighborhood?

How can we pray for you and your neighbors?

Additional comments:

